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os A Noci ee) | want to remind all of you of the reason that we 
a IUIIGI: aa je read and study passages like the Book of Judges 

oe Rian = in the Old Testament. The Bible tells us 

that, “ê A// Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 1 that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:15-16 NKJV). Paul 
tells us that we study the events that happened in Israel, so we won't fall into sin as they 
did. Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust 
after evil things as they also lusted.’(1 Corinthians 10:6 NKJV). Time and again in the 
Book of Judges we look on as God hears the cry of His people, and He once again 
delivers them. This speaks to us as believers. It speaks of the immeasurable grace of 
God in our own lives. Last week in Sunday School, Pastor Havens read us a great quote. 
It speaks to our inability to truly comprehend the forgiveness and grace of God. “Our 
problem is that we think our sins are as vast as the ocean. In truth, God's grace is the 
ocean, and our sins, even our worst ones, are mere grains of sand in comparison.” God 
showed His grace each time He sent a judge to rescue Israel from oppression. You see, 
God has never given up on Israel, and God will never give up on us! 


Last week in chapter two, we looked at an overview of the cycle of sin that repeats itself 
in Judges seven times. The overall message for the week was that we must choose daily 
to follow the Lord. It is a daily choice. We would like to make a choice and let that be 
final for all of our lives, but it just doesn’t work that way. And, “following the Lord” is 
really a matter of letting Him take the lead in our lives. | have introduced you to the 
idea of these Judges, being much like the Highland Chieftains in Scotland or Ireland. 
They were warrior leaders who lead their people into battle and yes, they did settle 
disputes as a judge would. These judges were local deliverers whom God sent to lead 
His people back out of bondage each time they fell into sin. They weren't always the 
best kind of people themselves, but God used them. It reminds us that God can use 
very ordinary people to do extraordinary things. The Bible tells us, “For the eyes of the 
LORD roam throughout the earth, so that He may strongly support those whose heart is 
completely HiS............. “(2 Chronicles 16:9a NKJV) God sometimes found very imperfect 
vessels to deliver His people. 


In chapter two we saw that “the Lord raised up these sophetim (judges) to deliver Israel 
from the hand of those who plundered them. God allowed Israel to be chastened. And 
He allows us to be chastened to bring us back to Himself (“whom the Lord loveth He 
chasteneth”). We too can be tried and tested for our own spiritual good. 


g piin We've been discussing this “sin cycle”. | heard it 
a summarized another way this week as follows: 
Feia Israel falls into 
sinandidolaty Rebellion — tired of living God's way 
The Cycle Retribution — God let them have what they 

of Sin wanted 
God ee in Judges fa Repentance - the people changed their minds 
up a Judge enslaved and changed their ways 


‘a. S Restoration — deliverance, back into fellowship 
Israel cries for a while.... Then back to rebellion. 
out to the Lord 

3 Now these are the nations which the Loro left, 
that He might test Israel by them, that is, all who had not known any of the wars in 
Canaan? (this was only so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught 
to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it), ? namely, five lords of the 
Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in Mount 
Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamath. 4 And they were left, that 
He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of 
the LORD, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.’ Thus the 
children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. ê And they took their daughters to be their wives, and 


gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their god's. (Judges 3:1-6 NKJV) 


We read here about five Lord's of the Philistines. These are Lords over the cities of 
Ashdod, Ashelon, Gath, Gaza, and Ekron. These will be the chief enemies of David later 
on when we come to him. Remember that Goliath was a giant that lived in Gath. We 
also see that the people of Israel began to marry into their pagan neighbors and they 
began to serve their gods. This is like us when we become intimate with the world. 


Judge Number One — Othniel “God's Strength” or “God's Lion” 


7 So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. They forgot the Loro their 
God, and served the Baals and Asherahs. ê Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot 
against Israel, and He sold them into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim king of 
Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years. ? When 
the children of Israel cried out to the Lorb, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the 


children of Israel, who delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger 
brother. '° The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to 
war, and the Lord delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and 
his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim. " So the land had rest for forty years. Then 
Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 


| told you last Sunday what Baal worship was. | explained how the worship of Baal and 
Asherah was a sex cult. What | didn’t explain is how this parallels society today. In our 
society, sex and pleasure are placed on a pedestal as the most important thing in a 
person's life. The media is obsessed with talking about people's sexual habits and 
practices. It has become central in political discussion. People are being divided up into 
groups according to what sort of sexual experience they find to be most pleasurable. 
Millions of unwanted babies that are a result of this pursuit of pleasure are being killed 
on the altar of convenience; sometimes 15 minutes before birth. The Canaanites killed 
their children on altars of Molech perhaps 15 minutes after birth. We are 30 minutes 
from worshiping the god Molech by sacrificing our children on the altar of convenience.. 
When Israel would fall to this level of depravity, God would send them a Judge. The first 
judge was Othniel. 


We're really not told much about Othniel. We think his name means “God's strength” 
but we're really not even sure about that. | think what | see most in this passage is the 
faithfulness of God in hearing the cry of His people, and each time he would raise up a 
“deliverer” who lead them out of bondage. | read this passage in the Hebrew, and this 
judge is described as a v'WiN (a “messiah” meaning helper, a rescuer, a deliverer and a 
savior). We have our own Messiah, but with a capital "M”. He is also our “Savior” but 
with a capital "S". We sometimes forget that the Hebrew concept of “salvation” is one 
of “deliverance” and that is EXACTLY what Jesus has done for every believer. Paul 
begins the Book of Galatians saying, “ Grace to you and peace from God the Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 


present evil age according to the will of our God and Father, ? to whom be glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” (Galatians 1:3-4) 


The other thing the text tells us is that this “savior”, Othniel brought t/sgot which is 
tranquility, peace, quiet, and rest to the Nation of Israel. Jesus is the Lion of Judah, our Royal 
Messiah, Who not only delivers us, but brings us peace and rest. So, in this cycle of sin, we also 
find a cycle of forgiveness and that is what | want to talk about this week. God’s capacity to 
forgive us demonstrates His immeasurable grace. 


Ehud - “| shall praise” ' And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the 
LORD. So, the LorD strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had 
done evil in the sight of the LORD. '? Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon 
and Amalek, went and defeated Israel, and took possession of the City of Palms. 1 So 
the children of Israel served Eglon king of Moab eighteen years. 


1 But when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for 
them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. By him the children of 
Israel sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab. ® Now Ehud made himself a dagger (it was 
double-edged and a cubit in length) and fastened it under his clothes on his right thigh. 
17 So he brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very fat man.) 

18 And when he had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who had 
carried the tribute. '? But he himself turned back from the stone images that were at 
Gilgal, and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.”He said, “Keep silence!” And 
all who attended him went out from him. ® So Ehud came to him (now he was sitting 
upstairs in his cool private chamber). Then Ehud said, “I have a message from God for 
you.” So, he arose trom his seat.” Then Ehud reached with his left hand, took the 
dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. £ Even the hilt went in after the 
blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the dagger out of his belly; 
and his entrails came out. ? Then Ehud went out through the porch and shut the doors 
of the upper room behind him and locked them. *4 When he had gone out, Eglon’s 
servants came to look, and to their surprise, the doors of the upper room were locked. 
So they said, “He is probably attending to his needs in the cool chamber.” ® So they 
waited till they were embarrassed, and still he had not opened the doors of the upper 
room. Therefore, they took the key and opened them. And there was their master, fallen 
dead on the floor. But Ehud had escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the 
stone images and escaped to Seirah. 7 And it happened, when he arrived, that he blew 
the trumpet in the mountains of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him 
from the mountains; and he led them. 78 Then he said to them, “Follow me, for the LORD 
has delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand.” So, they went down after him, 
seized the fords of the Jordan leading to Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross over. 
29 And at that time they killed about ten thousand men of Moab, all stout men of valor; 
not a man escaped. ? So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the 
land had rest for eighty years. 


First, let me say that | warned you all that Judges was rated “R”. It is raunchy and rough. 
| think that this account is especially fascinating to me as a lawyer. In testimony such as 
this, detail indicates authenticity. In law, we call this a “thick story”. There is needless 


aa https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Ehud.html 


detail that gives great credibility to the story. We read that Ehud is left-handed. We 
read that he placed the dagger in his right thigh. The king is immensely fat. You just 
can't make up stuff like this. We see here that Moab took over the “City of Palms” which 
is another name for Jericho. And, they subjugated Israel. The text tells us that God once 
again raised up a messiah (a savior and a deliverer). He heard the cry of His people. 
This reminds me again of God's capacity to be loving and merciful to us as well. Again 
and again, He heard the cry of His people and He sent a deliverer. 


Today | don’t want to focus on all of the “evil” that Israel did. Rather, | want to focus on 
God's unending forgiveness. As | quoted Pastor Michael earlier, “Our problem is that 
we think our sins are as vast as the ocean. In truth, God's grace is the ocean, and our 
sins, even our worst ones, are mere grains of sand in comparison.” | was raised with this 
biblical understanding of forgiveness. At the cross, Jesus paid for all of my sins, past, 
present, and future. Because of my sin, | deserved eternal death and separation from 
God. (Romans 6:23) This exchange is a mystery that | don't believe humans have much 
of a capacity to understand. The moment | believed in the work that Jesus did on the 
cross for me, He became my Messiah; and I was saved. (Romans 10:9-10). He delivered 
me from the bonds of my sin. His death on the cross “satisfied” the death sentence that 
sin had pronounced over me (Romans 6). At that point, the dead spirit within me was 
made alive. | was made a new creation with the Holy Spirit living within me. (2 Cor 5:17). 
| became a son of Messiah and not just a creation. Nothing can now unmake me from 
the “child” | became when | put my faith and trust in Jesus Christ. 


In quite a few places in the New Testament, we are told that even as a believer, a war 
rages within us (Romans 6:13-21). Some describe this as the “flesh”. Scripture tells us 
that the Christian has two competing capacities within him—the old capacity to sin and 
the new capacity to resist sinning. The unbeliever has no such competition within; he 
does not have the capacity for godliness because he has only the sin nature. 


In the Book of 1 John, the disciple John addresses that when we engage in sin (yes, 
because even as believers we still have the capacity to sin) we disrupt the fellowship that 
we have with one another and with God. We are given a mechanism to come to God 
and admit our wrongdoing, and “clear the air” so to speak. Think of it this way. God 
doesn't pay for our sins over and over, but He forgives us over and over. (It is almost as 
though when we come to Him admitting what we've done, He answers us with, “Yes, 
that was taken care of at the cross, and yes you are forgiven.) As a believer, we are no 
longer under the penalty of death, but we can disrupt the sweet fellowship we have with 
Him. When that happens, John tells us that if we merely “agree with God” and “admit” 
that what we've done is wrong, He in essence takes us back into His arms as a loving 


* https://www.gotquestions.org/two-natures.html 


father desirous to have sweet fellowship with us. He never moves away from us. We 
move away from Him, and He gives us a way to once again “draw near to God”. James, 
the little brother of Jesus explains it this way, “Draw near to God and He will draw near 
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
James 4:8 NK/V) 


This should be no more difficult for me than asking my wife for forgiveness when I've 
done something to disrupt the sweet fellowship we enjoy together. In spite of my 
wrongdoing, she never stopped being my wife, but I've done something that has 
disrupted my intimacy with her. My wife's forgiveness may end at some point of 
exasperation, but God's capacity to forgive me is without measure. It is without end. 
And that my friends is grace. That is what we see over and over again in the Book of 
Judges. 


The last judge mentioned in this chapter is Shamgar (means “messenger”"), and all the 
text tells us is that he too was raised up to extend the message of God's grace and 


forgiveness once again to His people, Israel. 


Let us pray. 


